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Introduction 
•  Introduce the community as a 

space of analysis 
•  Introduce a DisHuman 

manifesto 
•  Introduce findings from a 

community research project 
and four elements of 
DisHuman communities 
–  Relationships 
–  Living 
–  Labour 
–  Activism 

•  Conclusions 



What are communities? 
•  Material and immaterial 

spaces; 
•  Marked by structural 

inequalities and 
differences; 

•  Actual in the sense we 
physically experience 
them; 

•  Vitrual (and no less real) 
as exemplified by online 
communities. 



Disability challenges 
conceptions of community 

•  Disability illuminates 
how disabling or 
inclusive a space 
may be: 

•  Disability extends 
our knowledge 
about human 
qualities of 
communities; 

•  Disability 
challenges 
communities. 



DisHuman Approach 
•  Disabled people 

have been 
placed on the 
borderlands of 
what it means to 
be human; 

•  Eugenics; 
•  Proud crip 

communities. 



Troubling the human 

•  Disability troubles 
the category of 
the human; 

•  Disability is 
troubled by the 
human. 



Historical responses 
•  rejected the category of 

human and promote other 
posthuman communities – 
e.g. the crip community;  

•  desired the category of 
human and develop forms 
of community recognition 
– e.g. the self-advocacy 
community;  

•  Occupied both positions 
simultaneously – to 
disavow the human (desire 
and reject together). 



Dishuman Manifesto 
•  Unpacks and troubles dominant notions of what it means to be human; 

•  Celebrates the disruptive potential of disability to trouble these dominant notions; 

•  Acknowledges that being recognised as a regular normal human being is desirable, 
especially for those people who have been denied access to the category of the 
human; 

•  Recognises disability’s intersectional relationship with other identities that have been 
considered less than human (associated with class, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, age); 

•  Aims to develop theory, research, art and activism that push at the boundaries of 
what it means to be human and disabled; 

•  Keeps in mind the pernicious and stifling impacts of ableism, which we define as a 
discriminatory processes that idealize a narrow version of humanness and reject 
more diverse forms of humanity; 

•  Seeks to promote transdisciplinary forms of empirical and theoretical enquiry that 
breaks disciplinary orthodoxies, dominances and boundaries; 

•  Foregrounds dis/ability as the complex for interrogating oppression and furthering a 
posthuman politics of affirmation. 
 (see www.dishuman.com)  



Community Research project 
Big	  Society?	  Disabled	  people	  with	  learning	  

disabili7es	  and	  civil	  society	  
(bigsocietydis.wordpress.com)	  

(1)  Circles	  of	  Support	  (Lancashire)	  	  
(2)  Founda7on	  for	  People	  with	  Learning	  Disabili7es	  engagement	  in	  Real	  

Employment	  inita7ves	  (Bristol)	  	  
(3)  Speak	  Up	  Self-‐advocacy,	  Rotherham	  and	  South,	  Yorkshire	  



i)Dishuman relationships 
•  Vicky has been a paid self-advocate at her 

group since she was nineteen.  She first attended 
meetings when she was six when she came 
along with her parents and quickly wanted to 
become involved.  As well as working as an 
advocate, she is a mother to two girls; in both 
roles, she receives support from the network that 
her advocacy family provides while she in turn, 
supports others through her work as a Care 
Quality Commission expert-by-experience; 
representative on regional and national learning 
disability forums and in her day-to-day training 
and advocacy work.  



ii) Dishuman living 
•  Matt  has a mortgage, he owns his own home, 

and has a job.  He has also been described by 
medical professionals as a person with profound 
and multiple learning disabilities.  But, this is a 
label that his parents, William and Penny, have 
never attached to their son.  They say that they 
have always had the same aspirations for their 
son as they do for their ‘non-disabled daughter’ 
– a job, a home and a family.  Guided and 
enabled by a circle of support, made up of 
family members and allies, and with the support 
of personal assistants paid through a personal 
budget, Matt lives in the community. 



iii) Dishuman labour 
•  Dwayne loves crushing plastic bottles and with 

the help of his support worker and job coach, 
Dwayne has turned his passion into his job.  
Dwayne lives in an area where people are asked 
to crush their plastic bottles before re-cycling 
them.  Lots of people don’t like crushing the 
bottles and so they pay Dwayne to do it for 
them.  Dwayne’s interest (which in the past has 
been characterised as a symptom of 
impairment) has become a viable business. 



iv) Dishuman activism 

•  Who is LB?  LB is short for Laughing Boy, the name used online for 
Connor Sparrowhawk. Connor was a fit and healthy young man, 
who loved buses, London, Eddie Stobart and speaking his mind. 
Connor had autism and epilepsy. On the 19 March 2013, he was 
admitted to hospital (Slade House Assessment and Treatment Unit 
run by Southern Health NHS Foundation Trust). He drowned in the 
bath on 4 July 2013. An entirely preventable death.  

•  What is JusticeforLB? JusticeforLB was established in February 2014 
to campaign for Justice.  

•  For details of what justice for LB would look like visit 
www.justiceforLB.org.uk  



Justice for all the dudes 
•  A change in the law so that every unexpected death in a ‘secure’ (loose 

definition) or locked unit automatically is investigated independently 
•  Inspection/regulation: It shouldn’t take catastrophic events to bring 

appalling professional behaviour to light. There is something about the 
“hiddenness” of terrible practices that happen in full view of health and 
social care professionals. Both Winterbourne and STATT had external 
professionals in and out. LB died and a team were instantly sent in to 
investigate and yet nothing amiss was noticed. Improved CQC inspections 
could help to change this, but a critical lens is needed to examine what 
‘(un)acceptable’ practice looks like for dudes like LB 

•  Prevention of the misuse/appropriation of the mental capacity act as a tool 
to distance families and isolate young dudes 

•  An effective demonstration by the NHS to making provision for learning 
disabled people a complete and integral part of the health and care 
services provided rather than add on, ad hoc and (easily ignored) specialist 
provision 

•  Proper informed debate about the status of learning disabled adults as full 
citizens in the UK, involving and led by learning disabled people and their 
families, and what this means in terms of service provision in the widest 
sense and the visibility of this group as part of ‘mainstream’ society. 



Conclusions 

•  New forms of 
community; 

•  Shared humanity 
and debility; 

•  New politics & new 
ways of being. 


